Classification of Living Things

Subject: Biology

Benchmark: Vishvonatha

Standards: S3e, S4a, S4c, S45f, 

2A1, 4B1, 4B5, 6a1

TOPIC: Classification of Living Things
MAJOR IDEA: Taxonomists have created a system to classify living things based upon their characteristics.  This system is continually being reviewed and revised.  Similar systems can be used to examine buildings to compare and group similar styles and see trends across years and cultures.  These differences can be seen in Vishvonatha as well as other religious buildings around the world.

SUGGESTED AIMS:

· Why are classification systems important?

· What types of characteristics are important?  

· What are the different levels of classification for living things?

VISUAL EXAMPLES:

· Show the list of different taxonomical groups.  

· Show pictures of living things in the same taxonomic levels.  

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES:

· Break the class into groups according to the type of dwelling they live in.  Ask them to create classifications for these building types to help differentiate them.  Explain how all of these can be classified as residential dwellings.  Have them identify other categories of buildings such as commercial, industrial, or entertainment. 

· Show a series of Indian temples from various times in history along with other religious buildings from similar times.  Ask students to identify how building styles may have ‘evolved’ through time in a region or how ideas ‘migrated’ to influence styles in other parts of the world in later times.   

· Discuss with students how religious buildings of different cultures and religions share similar designs and uses for parts of the temples. 

RESOURCES:

· http://www.crystalinks.com/indiarchitecture.html This page gives good insight into Ancient Indian Architecture.

· http://www.investindia.com/newsite/ancient/ancient.htm This page discusses the evolution of Indian civilizations.

· http://www.cyberfocusindia.com/ This page discusses South Indian Temple Architecture with pictures.

· http://www.templenet.com/ This page claims to be the Ultimate Source of Information on Indian Temples.

· http://anthro.palomar.edu/animal/ This page has an introduction to the principles of Taxonomy with a focus on human classification categories.

· http://www.borg.com/~lubehawk/taxonmy.htm This page discusses classification of organisms with good exercises.  

HOMEWORK:

· http://www.templenet.com/arch.html Ask students to go to this page and see how different Indian temples can be classified.  Have them make up their own chart of the different characteristics being used to classify.

· Have each student create a classification system for the buildings they see around the school depending on age, architectural style, and/or use of the building. 

· Ask students to research different religions of the world both past and present.  Have them create classifications for these religions to break them into kingdoms, families, groups, or other smaller subdivisions.  For example, Roman Catholics and Protestants are in the same family coming from the root of Christianity.  Christianity can be placed in a larger group, or kingdom, that also contains Judaism because they all follow a Monotheistic ideal.  Another kingdom might be a polytheistic root or one that does not have a deity at all.  Ask students to fit other religions, such as Hindi into their systems of classification.  Propose a new religion with a set of characteristics and have students classify it?
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